


























LAW AND POLICY IN LAW AND POLICY IN 
GLOBAL SERVICES GLOBAL SERVICES 

Thursday May 14, 2009 



Employee Free Choice Act Employee Free Choice Act 
(HR 1409, S560) (HR 1409, S560) 

Organized LaborOrganized Labor’’s #1 priority for the 111th s #1 priority for the 111th 
Congress Congress 
Provisions:Provisions:

Majority signMajority sign--upup
Mandatory arbitrationMandatory arbitration

FilibusterFilibuster--proof majority of 60 votes in the proof majority of 60 votes in the 
Senate Senate 

Senator Specter (DSenator Specter (D**--PA)PA)
Senator Blanche Lincoln (DSenator Blanche Lincoln (D--AR) AR) 



ProPro--Labor Bills & Executive OrdersLabor Bills & Executive Orders

Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act (PL 111Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act (PL 111--2) 2) 
Executive Orders:Executive Orders:

1.1. Prevents federal contractors from being reimbursed Prevents federal contractors from being reimbursed 
for expenses that were intended to influence for expenses that were intended to influence 
workers' decisions to form unionsworkers' decisions to form unions

2.2. Requires federal vendors with more than $100,000 Requires federal vendors with more than $100,000 
in contracts to post workers' rights under the in contracts to post workers' rights under the 
National Labor Relations ActNational Labor Relations Act

3.3. Requires service contractors at federal buildings to Requires service contractors at federal buildings to 
offer jobs to qualified current employees when offer jobs to qualified current employees when 
contracts change contracts change 



H1H1--B VisaB Visa
Lower Demand for 2010Lower Demand for 2010
Current level set in 2004, after the technology bubble burstCurrent level set in 2004, after the technology bubble burst
Series of bills from past Congresses attempted to either Series of bills from past Congresses attempted to either 
permanently or temporarily restore the previous 195,000permanently or temporarily restore the previous 195,000--visa visa 
quotaquota
Status of 111Status of 111thth Congress:Congress:

HRHR 17911791-- Cong. Flake (RCong. Flake (R--AZ) AZ) -- would exempt foreigners with would exempt foreigners with 
doctoral degrees from U.S. institutions from the Hdoctoral degrees from U.S. institutions from the H--1B cap, 1B cap, 
provided that the degree is in a science, technology, provided that the degree is in a science, technology, 
engineering or mathematics fieldengineering or mathematics field
Stimulus Restrictions Stimulus Restrictions -- restricts companies who receive restricts companies who receive 
TARP funds from hiring HTARP funds from hiring H--1Bs1Bs
SensSens. Grassley (R. Grassley (R--IA) and Durbin (DIA) and Durbin (D--IL) are expected to IL) are expected to 
reintroduce a bill that would combat fraudulent hiring reintroduce a bill that would combat fraudulent hiring 
practices and ensure that employers adhere to obligations practices and ensure that employers adhere to obligations 
that they pay equal wages and advertise all jobs to that they pay equal wages and advertise all jobs to 
American workers firstAmerican workers first



Buy AmericaBuy America
Stimulus Stimulus 

U.S. made U.S. made ““manufactured goodsmanufactured goods”” must be used in must be used in 
projects funded by the billprojects funded by the bill
Applies to iron, steel, and manufactured goods for Applies to iron, steel, and manufactured goods for 
use in stimulus funded public buildings and public use in stimulus funded public buildings and public 
worksworks
Applies only to federal procurement contracts, not Applies only to federal procurement contracts, not 
stimulus grants to states and localitiesstimulus grants to states and localities
Must be Must be ““applied in a manner consistent with United applied in a manner consistent with United 
States obligations under international agreements.States obligations under international agreements.””



WTO/NAFTAWTO/NAFTA
President Obama warned against a "strong impulse" President Obama warned against a "strong impulse" 
toward protectionism while the world suffers a global toward protectionism while the world suffers a global 
economic recession economic recession 
ElectionElection--year promise to renegotiate the NAFTA will year promise to renegotiate the NAFTA will 
have to waithave to wait
Mounting job losses, declining support for free tradeMounting job losses, declining support for free trade
Three pending trade deals:Three pending trade deals:

PanamaPanama
ColombiaColombia
South KoreaSouth Korea

““The issues are complex, and they may not be easy to The issues are complex, and they may not be easy to 
resolve,resolve,”” Baucus (DBaucus (D--MT) and Grassley (RMT) and Grassley (R--IA)  IA)  



International Tax Policy ReformInternational Tax Policy Reform

$198.3 billion worth of revenue$198.3 billion worth of revenue--raising tax changesraising tax changes
Significant changes to how U.S.Significant changes to how U.S.--based multinational based multinational 
corporations are taxedcorporations are taxed
Changes:Changes:

““checkcheck--thethe--boxbox””
deferraldeferral
foreign tax credit foreign tax credit 

Sweetener: R&D Tax Credit Sweetener: R&D Tax Credit 
““LoopholesLoopholes”” v. International Competitiveness v. International Competitiveness 
WhatWhat’’s a loophole? Whats a loophole? What’’s tax evasion? Whats tax evasion? What’’s fair?s fair?



Cap N TradeCap N Trade
Energy & Commerce, Ways & Means Energy & Commerce, Ways & Means –– jurisdictional issues jurisdictional issues 
MiddleMiddle--class tax cuts v. distribution of allowances free to power class tax cuts v. distribution of allowances free to power 
plants, oil companies & manufacturers to address costs v. plants, oil companies & manufacturers to address costs v. 
energy efficiency & conservationenergy efficiency & conservation
House Energy & Commerce Draft Bill:House Energy & Commerce Draft Bill:

35 % of the allowances free of charge to local electric 35 % of the allowances free of charge to local electric 
distribution companiesdistribution companies
Additional allowances to tradeAdditional allowances to trade--sensitive manufacturing sensitive manufacturing 
industries industries 
Some allowances would to the auto industry for research on Some allowances would to the auto industry for research on 
new technologynew technology
Requires 15 % of electricity to come from renewable Requires 15 % of electricity to come from renewable 
sources by 2020 and another 5 percent from energy sources by 2020 and another 5 percent from energy 
efficiencyefficiency



Health Care ReformHealth Care Reform
Reconciliation, Reconciliation, ““fastfast--tracktrack”” provision provision 
included in budgetincluded in budget
Baucus Health Care Plan: Baucus Health Care Plan: ““National National 
marketplace with a common national marketplace with a common national 
standardstandard””

SelfSelf--insured companiesinsured companies
Expand private insurance Expand private insurance 
Expand public programs such as MedicaidExpand public programs such as Medicaid

Target: Tax exclusion of health care benefits Target: Tax exclusion of health care benefits 
Pelosi, Obama Set July 31 Deadline for 
Health Care Bill



ImmigrationImmigration

““I believe it is very possible,I believe it is very possible,”” said Senator said Senator 
Charles E. Schumer, (DCharles E. Schumer, (D--NY), Chair, NY), Chair, 
Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on 

ImmigrationImmigration
Will begin series of hearing shortlyWill begin series of hearing shortly
Obama to commence a series of Obama to commence a series of 
immigration conferences this summer immigration conferences this summer 






